Dipyrromethenes are fully conjugated anionic ligands which create stable transition metal complexes (Bruckner et al., 1997 , Zhang et al., 1998 . The high chemical stability of the title compound (I) is associated with its extended aromatic structure. Pyrroles also form crucial building blocks for bile pigments, linear polypyrroles and porphyrins, and have been investigated for treatment of cancer by photodynamic therapy (Dolphin, 1979; Falk, 1989) .
In the title complex, [Cu(C 15 H 19 N 2 ) 2 ] or [Cu(L 2 )] (HL is 3,3 0 ,4,4 0 ,5,5 0 -hexamethylpyrromethene), the Cu II atom is coordinated by four N atoms [Cu-N 1.939 (2)-1.976 (2) Å ] from two L ligands in a distorted tetrahedral geometry. The mean planes of the CuN 2 C 3 metallocyclic rings form a dihedral angle of 72.73 (6) . In the L ligands, the pyrrole rings are inclined to each other at dihedral angles of 3.03 (7) and 9.83 (7) . The crystal packing exhibits weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á Á interactions, which form chains in [100] .
Related literature
For the structure of the neutral ligand, see: Mroginski et al. (2005) . For the structures of related organometallic complexes, see: Elder & Penfold (1969) ; Cotton et al. (1970) ; Fergusson et al. (1971) . For a description of the Cambridge Structural Database, see: Allen (2002) . For transition metal complexes of dipyrromethenes, see: Bruckner et al. (1997) ; Zhang et al. (1998) . For the chemistry and applications of pyrrole derivatives, see: Dolphin (1979) ; Falk (1989) . For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Murakami & Sakata (1968) . For IDEAL software, see: Gould et al. (1988) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 15 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg is the centroid of the N3/C16-C19 pyrrole ring.
Symmetry code: (i) x À 1; y; z.
Data collection: COLLECT (Nonius, 2000); cell refinement: DENZO and SCALEPACK (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) ; data reduction: DENZO and SCALEPACK; program(s) used to solve structure: SIR2002 (Burla et al., 2003) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX publication routines (Farrugia, 1999) . each methyl group.
Computing details
Data collection: COLLECT (Nonius, 2000); cell refinement: DENZO and SCALEPACK (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) ; data reduction: DENZO and SCALEPACK (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SIR2002 (Burla et al., 2003) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX publication routines (Farrugia, 1999 View of (I) (50% probability displacement ellipsoids). H atoms are not shown.
Bis[2,3,4-trimethyl-5-[(3,4,5-trimethyl-2H-pyrrol-2-ylidene-κN)methyl]-1H-pyrrolato-κN]copper(II)
Crystal data [Cu(C 15 (14) 0.0047 (9) 0.0054 (10) 0.0030 (10) N1 0.0166 (9) 0.0128 (9) 0.0174 (10) 0.0012 (7) 0.0032 (7) 0.0025 (7) N2 0.0142 (9) 0.0142 (9) 0.0155 (10) 0.0008 (7) 0.0024 (7) 0.0001 (7) N3 0.0151 (9) 0.0130 (9) 0.0145 (9) 0.0002 (7) 0.0045 (7) 0.0005 (7) N4 0.0144 (9) 0.0139 (9) 0.0175 (10) 0.0009 (7) 0.0035 (7) 0.0018 (7) N1-C1-C2 110.9 (2) C20-C19-N3 123.4 (2) N1-C1-C10 122.6 (2) C20-C19-C18 127.7 (2) C2-C1-C10 126.5 (2) N3-C19-C18 108.78 (18) C3-C2-C1 106.8 (2) C19-C20-C21 128.7 (2) C3-C2-C11 127.4 (2) C19-C20-H20 115.6 C1-C2-C11 125.8 (2) C21-C20-H20 115.6 C2-C3-C4 106.9 (2) N4-C21-C20 123.4 (2) C2-C3-C12 126.1 (2) N4-C21-C22 108.86 (19) C4-C3-C12 127.0 (2) C20-C21-C22 127.6 (2) C5-C4-N1 123.5 (2) C23-C22-C21 106.8 (2) C5-C4-C3 127.6 (2) C23-C22-C28 126.4 (2) N1-C4-C3 108.9 (2) C21-C22-C28 126.8 (2) C6-C5-C4 129.1 (2) C22-C23-C24 106.8 (2) C6-C5-H5 115.5 C22-C23-C29 126.8 (2) C4-C5-H5 115.5 C24-C23-C29 126.4 (2) C5-C6-N2 122.2 (2) N4-C24-C23 110.6 (2) C5-C6-C7 129.2 (2) N4-C24-C30 122.1 (2) N2-C6-C7 108.6 (2) C23-C24-C30 127.3 (2) 
